REPORTED SPEECH (1). Tenses and Pronouns.

1 When we want to tell people what somebody said or thought, we often use reported speech. Verb tenses and here-and-now words (for example this, here, today) and pronouns (e.g. I, you, we) can change in reported speech. This is because the time, place and speaker may be different. 

For example, present tenses become past; I may become he or she; my may become his or her.
‘My name is Albert.’


He said that his name was Albert.

‘My feets are cold.’


She said that her feet were cold.

‘I have a problem!’


I thought that I had a problem.

2 Questions in reported speech have a different structure from direct questions.

‘What is your phone number?’
He asked me what my phone number was.
3 We can use object + infinitive (with to) after ask and tell.

‘Make some coffee, please’

I asked him / her to make some coffee.


‘Tidy up your room, children!’

She told them to tidy up their room.

4 We often leave out that, especially after common verbs like say, think.
He said his name was Albert.

I thought I had a problem

***** Put in the correct pronoun or possessive.

‘She likes me’


Peter said she liked .................

‘I speak French’

He said ..................... spoke French.

‘I am very sorry’

She said .................... was very sorry.

‘Ann phoned me’

She said Ann had phoned ......................

‘We want our money’

They said ...................... wanted ....................... money.

5 We can use both say and tell in reported speech. Tell must have a personal object: we tell somebody something. Say doesn’t need a personal object: we say something (to somebody).
***** Circle the correct answer.

I said / told the driver I wanted to stop.
Eric said / told the waiter he couldn’t pay.

Everybody said / told I looked beautiful.
I didn’t say / tell Peter that I was going out.

Paul said / told there was a call for me.
Nobody said / told me that the shop was closed.

Why did you say / tell the car was old?
Ann said / told that she would wait at the bus stop.

***** Put the beginnings and ends together, and look at the use of tenses.

1) In 1896 Lord Kelvin said




A) aeroplanes were impossible.
2) In 1937 Hitler’s nephew Willi said



B) he would never be a scientist.

3) When Columbus got to America he toguht

C) his uncle was not interested in war.

4) When Albert Einstein was 10, a teacher told him

D) the sun went around the earth.

5) Hundreds of years ago, people believed


E) he had reached India.

6 When we tell people what somebody said in the past, there is a time difference. 

(For example, somebody said something on Sunday, and I tell you about it on Monday.)

Because of these, tenses usually change as follows:

DIRECT SPEECH


TENSE CHANGE


REPORTED SPEECH

The boys are in Ireland
AM / IS / ARE → WAS / WERE
He said the children were in...

My TV isn’t working






She said her TV wasn’t working.

I have a meeting at 4.00.
       HAVE / HAS → HAD

He said he had a meeting at 4.00.
Sue has passed her exam.




 Sally told me Sue had passed her exam.

We will probably be late.

WILL → WOULD
     John said they would probably be late.

You can have three tickets.

CAN → COULD
The man said I could have three tickets.

Can you swim?






She asked me if I could swim?

It doesn’t matter, James.
        DO / DOES → DID

I told James that it didn’t matter.

What do you do in your job?





He asked me what I did in my job.

The trains leaves at six.
Present Simple → Past Simple
He told me the train left at six.

We all speak English.






She said they all spoke English.

I forgot my keys.

Past Simple → Past Perfect

He said he had forgotten his keys.

What did you eat for lunch?




The doctor asked me what I had eaten ...

Did you break the window?





She asked me if I had broken ...

***** Rewrite the sentences in reported speech, changing the tenses. Begin He / She / They said ...

SALLY: ‘I am tired’ ............................................... She said (that) she was tired.
ANN:  ‘My sister needs a car.’ ...............................................
BILL:  ‘I have to phone Andrew.’ ...............................................
MARY:  ‘Nobody wants to help me.’ ...............................................
HELEN:  ‘The radio doesn’t work.’ ...............................................
JOHN:  ‘I will be in Paris in July.’ ...............................................
MIKE: ‘I like the red sweater.’ ...............................................
DAVID:  ‘I can’t swim.’ ...............................................
ALICE:  ‘My parents are travelling.’ ...............................................
MARIA:  ‘The lessons are very good.’ ...............................................
ERIC AND SUE: ‘We haven’t heard from Joe.’ ...............................................
***** Look at the list of things to see what Joseph tought when he was small. Write his thoughts in reported speech.


[image: image1]
... He thought (that) animals could talk.     Or   ..... He believed (that) animals could talk.
***** What did you think when you were small? Write two or three sentences.
REPORTED SPEECH (2). Indirect Questions.

7 Indirect questions have a different order from direct questions, and NO question marks.

DIRECT QUESTION:

Monica said, ‘Where is John?’
I said, ‘When can you come?’

INDIRECT QUESTION:
Monica asked where John was.
I asked her when she could come.
8 We don’t use auxiliary do /  does in indirect questions:
DIRECT QUESTION:

 ‘What do you want?’


‘Where does Andrew live?’

INDIRECT QUESTION:
She asked me what I wanted.
I asked him where Andrew lived.

***** A policewoman stopped a driver in London and asked him some questions. Write indirect questions.
What is your name?

She asked him what his name was.
Where do you live?


Where do you work?

Where are you going?

Where have you been?

What is the number of your car plate?

Why are you driving on the right?

9 With indirect yes/no questions we use if or whether. They mean the same.

DIRECT QU:

‘Do you know Tim?’



‘Are you French?’

INDIRECT QU:
He asked me if I knew Tim.


He asked me if I was French.




He asked me whether I knew Tim.

He asked me whether I was ... 

***** The policewoman asked some more questions. Write the indirect questions with if or whether.
Are you British?

Is it your car?

Do you have a driving licence?

Do you have it with you?

Do you always drive with the door open?

Are you listening to me?

***** These are some questions form a woman’s job interview. Write the indirect questions.

How old are you?

Are you married?

Do you have children?

Where have you worked before?

Why do you want to change your job?

Can you speak any foreign language?

What exams have you passed?
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